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NSU CITED FOR SAFETY VIOLATIONS
On March 16, the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) cited NSU for 10 serious 
safety violations for exposing 
employees to formaldehyde in 
the anatomy lab in the Terry 
Administration Building. 
The citations include not 
providing personal protective 
equipment to workers exposed to 
formaldehyde, exposing workers 
to formaldehyde levels beyond 
the safe exposure limits, not 
providing a medical surveillance 
program for workers found to 
be over the short-term exposure 
limit, not taking corrective action 
to reduce worker exposure, not 
providing eyewash stations in the 
work area where workers prepared 
a formaldehyde solution, failing 
to provide employees who were 
over the exposure limit with their 
sampling results and neglecting to 
take the necessary steps to reduce 
or eliminate exposure.
The citations were classified 
By: Li Cohen
      @Current_Yakira
as “serious” because there is a high 
probability that death or serious 
physical harm could result from the 
situation, which the employer knew 
of or should have known about. 
The Department of Labor 
issued a news brief on the incident 
in which Beatriz Cabrera, acting 
area director of OSHA in Fort 
Lauderdale, said, “NSU failed to 
protect its workers from the hazards 
of over-exposure to formaldehyde.”
Formaldehyde is known for 
causing eye and nose irritation, 
coughing and wheezing. 
Overexposure to the chemical can 
cause allergic reactions in the lungs, 
skin and eyes and has been linked 
to cancer. 
The investigation was 
launched on Nov. 5, 2014, after the 
Fort Lauderdale office received a 
complaint that NSU faculty was 
exposed to formaldehyde in the 
anatomy lab in the Terry Building. 
Prior to the complaint, NSU 
made multiple failed attempts to 
address ventilation issues in the lab. 
As a result, NSU President George 
Hanbury approved a re-design of 
the lab in January that will include 
new ventilation and new downdraft 
tables made specifically for autopsy 
labs. The anatomy lab is under 
restricted access until the re-design 
is complete at the end of June. 
“The safety of our faculty, staff 
and students is always my greatest 
concern,” Hanbury said. 
NSU was last inspected on 
July 25, 2001 and no citations were 
issued. 
OSHA has penalized NSU 
with a $50,000 fine. NSU has 15 
business days from the receipt of 
the citations to comply, request 
a conference with OSHA’s area 
director or contest the citations 
before the Occupational Safety and 
Health Review Commission. 
Hanbury said that NSU has 
requested an informal conference 
with OSHA to address the issue and 
he expects to lessen the penalty of 
the citations. More information will 
be available after the conference. 
On March 26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 
the second floor of the Don Taft University Center, 
NSU’s Office of Career Development will host an 
Internship and Job Fair to help students prepare for 
their careers.
Representatives from more than 50 employers 
will provide information at the fair about potential 
jobs and internships. Although each employer 
has their own specifics, students from all majors 
will find an opportunity for full-time or part-time 
employment and internships. Professional dress is 
mandatory, and students should bring their resumes.
Career Adviser Emilio Lorenzo said the fair 
is a chance for students to use their skills to show 
off their professionalism. Although students are not 
guaranteed a job at the fair, Lorenzo said talking 
one-on-one with the representatives will bring 
about opportunities. 
Career Development hosts internship and 
job fairs every year for students because they say 
internships are the key to being a stronger candidate 
for a job after graduation. Internships recruit people 
who are excited and willing to put forth the effort. 
If a student does the job well, some employers will 
offer to extend the length of the internship or offer 
a job. 
Lorenzo said students should complete at 
least one internship by the time they graduate 
because they make students more marketable after 
graduating college. 
“We’re trying to find what the best fit for you 
is and what you’re meant to do,” Lorenzo said. 
“This is something you should be doing in college 
and not waiting until after you graduate.”
According to a Gallup-Purdue University 
study in 2014, 71 percent of recent college graduates 
who had internships and/or job experiences during 
college were offered a full-time job after graduating. 
Natalia Hernandez-Pryszlak, sophomore 
finance major, recently obtained an internship 
through the Office of Career Development and said 
it has helped her grow in her field tremendously. 
This is her second internship, and she said the 
internship has helped her develop critical thinking 
and other skills necessary for her career. 
Hernandez-Pryszlak said that internships are 
just as valuable as education because it allows you 
to apply the theories you’ve learned to the practices 
you need to do. 
“I feel more secure and a lot more driven to 
succeed in my career. I’m happier with who I am,” 
Hernandez-Pryszlak said.
Participating employers include Citigroup, 
Bankers Life, Florida Department of Revenue, 
GEICO, Modernizing Medicine, Inc. and JAFCO. 
To see the complete list of employers, visit nova.
edu/career.
NSU URGES STUDENT 
INTERNSHIPS
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STUDENTS PREPARE FOR 
CRISIS SITUATIONS 
By: Li Cohen
       @Current_Yakira
On March 31, students and emergency 
personnel will participate in the annual Main 
Campus Crisis Training Exercise and Drill from 5 
to 7 p.m. to learn how to identify, respond to and 
notify the NSU community about an emergency. 
In the morning, a mass notification test of 
all university alert systems will occur, such as 
announcements over speakers, mass text messages 
and phone calls to the NSU community. The 
afternoon training will be in the Sonken Building at 
the University School, which will be closed to the 
public at that time. 
During the training, two students will act 
as shooters. One will be neutralized by the Davie 
Police, while the other will make his or her way to 
the second floor of the building and take hostages. 
Other student roles include victims or escapees. 
Students will serve as actors to make the 
drill as realistic as possible. Davie Police and Fire 
and Rescue, the Office of Public Safety and staff 
members will also participate to ensure the NSU 
community and emergency responders know how 
to handle an active shooter situation.
Aarika Camp, assistant dean of student 
services and director of Residential Life and 
Housing, said, “No campus is in isolation from 
an incident. Anytime you have students and 
community members on your campus, there’s a 
risk for something happening and we need to be 
prepared.”
Richard Walterman, associate director of 
emergency management, said that they are teaching 
students to follow the order of run, hide and then 
fight, in a crisis situation. 
“We like to do our best to pick students who 
can take this information back to their peers,” he 
said. “Having students involved adds reality to the 
exercise.”
This year, 40 undergraduate and graduate 
students are expected to participate in the drill. 
Camp reached out to multiple student organizations 
to recruit people who want to be more involved 
on campus. She said she hopes the students who 
participate would choose to become leaders if a 
crisis situation did arise. 
“Our students are not the kind who will just sit 
back or walk by a situation,” she said. “I think the 
students who chose to participate would take the 
lead if the situation called for it. They would know 
to call 911 or get help.”
Although NSU is providing emergency 
training, Camp and Walterman agree that students 
should not be overly worried about a crisis 
situation. According to Walterman, Davie Police 
has an officer on campus at all times and there are 
approximately 140 Public Safety Officers available 
24/7 who are well-trained in campus safety.
SEE  STUDENT CRISIS 2
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OSHA penalized NSU with 10 citations, as shown in the document above, equalling a fine of $50,000.
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Starbucks “Race Together” 
Campaign 
Starbucks baristas will discuss 
racism with customers for the 
#racetogether Campaign. Starbucks 
baristas across the country have started 
writing “Race Together” on cups. The 
new campaign aims to talk about race 
instead of ignoring it.
2,000 geese fall dead “out of the sky” 
in Idaho
2,000 migrating snow geese died 
in eastern Idaho last week, likely from a 
disease, avian cholera, which comes on 
quickly and can kill mid-flight, wildlife 
officials said, because it can cause 
convulsions and erratic flight. The Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game said staff 
and volunteers collected the dead birds 
over the past several days at wildlife 
management areas. Health experts say 
humans are not at a high risk of infection 
from the bacteria that causes avian 
cholera, and it’s unclear where the birds 
picked up the bacteria.
Penn State fraternity Kappa Delta 
Rho suspended 
Pennsylvania State University’s 
chapter of Kappa Delta Rho was 
suspended after a former member 
reported a private Facebook page that 
allegedly contained nude photos of 
women, some who appeared to be asleep 
or unconscious. The page also allegedly 
contained images of hazing activity and 
drug use. The members of the fraternity 
could face criminal charges, authorities 
said, although no arrests were made as 
the profiles on the page were erased. An 
affidavit said the page had 144 active 
members and that the compromising 
photos of the women were taken without 
their consent. Penn State President Eric 
Barron said the school and police are 
working to determine the total number 
of offenders and victims and will hold 
the responsible parties accountable. The 
suspension stands while the investigation 
continues. 
Germans turn violent during anti-
austerity protests
German protesters turned violent 
in Frankfurt last week during the 
inauguration ceremony for the European 
Central Bank’s new headquarters. 
Protestors hit officials with stones, three 
of their vehicles were turned over and set 
ablaze and bridges were blocked. The 
government deployed thousands of riot 
officers to the protest, and 88 of them 
were injured. Activists who engaged in 
the violence are upset with ECB’s efforts 
to keep the Eurozone financially stable.
Publix to buy property across Florida
Publix Super Markets is in the 
process of buying Southwest Florida 
shopping centers. The state’s largest 
grocery-store chain has increased its 
buys over the past year and is looking 
to do more — it set aside $1.3 billion 
this year to buy more centers, build new 
stores and remodel others. 
Transgender bathroom bill passes in 
second Florida House committee
The transgender bathroom bill, 
which would ban transgender Floridians 
from using single sex bathrooms that 
don’t match their birth sex, passed in 
the second Florida house committee 
on March 17. If the bill becomes law, 
transgender people who break the law 
by using the ‘wrong’ bathroom could 
face jail time and a steep fine. 
South Florida teacher suspended 
over Taliban comments to student
A South Florida high school 
teacher was suspended without pay for 
a week for calling a Muslim student a 
“raghead Taliban.” The Broward School 
Board approved the suspension against 
Cypress Bay High School teacher 
Maria Valdes, and she must also attend 
diversity training. The 14-year-old boy’s 
father, Youssef Wardani, wanted Valdes 
either fired or suspended for a year. He 
said his son was bullied by the 64-year-
old French teacher’s comments and 
accused school officials of not acting 
quickly enough.
NSU’s Office of Student 
Leadership and Civic Engagement 
will host the 16th Annual Student 
Life Achievement Awards 
(STUEYS) on March 31 at 6 p.m. 
in the Rose and Alfred Miniaci 
Performing Arts Center. 
The event honors students, 
faculty, staff, corporate partners 
and alumni who have contributed to 
building a larger sense of community 
and campus life at NSU during the 
2014-2015 academic year. 
The ceremony will include 
special performances by students, a 
VIP pre-show reception in the Carl 
DeSantis Building Courtyard at 
5:00 p.m. and a post-show reception 
outside the Miniaci Center. 
Ticket holders must be in the 
auditorium by 5:45 p.m. to validate 
their tickets. Students, faculty and 
staff can pick up their free ticket 
with a SharkCard in Room 211 of 
the Rosenthal Student Center. 
Executive Producer for the 
STUEYS, Christina Rajkumar, 
assistant director of Special Events 
and Projects, said the STUEYS is 
a way to recognize the students, 
alumni, faculty, staff and community 
partners who go above and beyond 
NSU’s core values. 
“The event itself is a 
memorable experience shared 
amongst colleagues that includes 
great food, music, entertainment 
and fun,” she said. 
Natalie Negron, senior biology 
major, one of the nominees for 
student of the year, said it is an 
incredible honor to be nominated 
for the prestigious award. 
“As a nominee, it is very 
humbling to be a part of such an 
extraordinary group of people. It 
means so much to me that others 
acknowledge my hard work and see 
my potential,” she said. 
Negron said it’s important and 
empowering for NSU to host the 
STUEYS each year. 
“Students dedicate so much of 
their time to their academics, and 
it’s a wonderful thing when their 
hard work is recognized,” Negron 
said. “The STUEYS are also a great 
way to inspire other students to push 
themselves to accomplish things 
that they never thought they could. 
Students get to see all the great 
work that their fellow peers have 
done, and it’s very inspiring.” 
NSU’s women’s rowing team 
is nominated for athletic team 
of the year. Rower Kelly Scott, 
senior athletic training major, said 
the STUEYS gives organizations, 
teams, faculty and students a goal 
to reach. 
“It means a lot to the rowing 
team to be nominated because we 
work really hard and it’s nice to be 
recognized for what we do,” she 
said. 
Scott said one of the team’s 
core values is to be a role model to 
others on campus. 
“We strive to live up to this 
expectation and being nominated 
really proves to us that we’ve 
accomplished our goal,” she said. 
Negron said she would not be 
the student or person she is today 
without support from NSU. 
“My nomination is as much 
a testament to my own dedication, 
studies and my goals as it is to the 
unwavering encouragement that I 
received from my professors, the 
dean and my fellow peers,” she said. 
Scott said, “Having previously 
attended the STUEYS, it was 
an awesome experience to be 
surrounded by leaders from all 
over campus; it was a good feeling 
knowing that there are such hard-
working people within the NSU 
community.” 
Students and student 
organizations are eligible to be 
nominated for a STUEY if they have 
excelled in the areas of academic 
excellence, student centeredness, 
integrity, innovation, opportunity, 
scholarship/research, diversity and 
community. 
The award ceremony will 
broadcast via video conferencing 
to NSU campuses at the following 
locations: Fort Myers Campus, 
Room 108, Jacksonville Campus, 
Room 210, Kendall Campus, Room 
309, Orlando Campus, Room 111, 
Tampa Campus, Room 2017 and 
Palm Beach Campus, Room 114. 
For more information, contact 
the Office of Student Leadership 
and Civic Engagement at 954-262-
7195. 
NSU TO HOST 16TH ANNUAL STUDENT LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
Camp said the training is just a 
way to be prepared and provide an 
educational experience to students.
“The training will be 
educational and I think the students 
appreciate being involved in it,” she 
said. “The students know it’s for 
their safety.”
Students or staff with concerns 
regarding the appropriate actions 
in a crisis should contact Public 
Safety for more information. 
Comprehensive emergency 
management plans are also available 
on Public Safety’s website at nova.
edu/publicsafety.
“This training gives us an 
opportunity to see what our true 
capabilities are and get our safety 
officials into different areas 
of the campus so they can be 
more familiar with the different 
locations,” Walterman said. “If you 
find yourself in a situation you’ve 
never experienced, you can at least 
have a plan in your mind to base 
your reactions off of.”
Walterman hopes to extend the 
training to other NSU campus as 
well. 
Students are advised that guns 
and other weapons are not permitted 
on NSU’s campus. A complete list 
of forbidden objects is found in the 
Student Handbook and Residential 
Living Guide. Students should 
report any suspicious activity to 
Public Safety or call 911.
STUDENT CRISIS from 1
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American Red Cross Certification Classes at 
NSU
NSU Aquatics is offering American Red 
Cross Certified courses in CPR and lifeguard 
courses throughout March, April and May. 
Sign up at the RecPlex service desk. For more 
information, please contact Daniel Kifle at 
dkifle@nova.edu or call 954-262-6804. To see 
the schedule of classes offered, visit sharkfins.
nova.edu/?p=27144. 
Sixth Issue of Multidisciplinary Online 
Journal Quadrivium Now Available
The NSU Farquhar College of Arts and 
Sciences announced the publication of the 
sixth issue of Quadrivium, an online journal 
of scholarship and creative works by college 
faculty and graduate students that explores the 
college’s 2014-2015 academic theme of identity. 
The publication is available on the Quadrivium 
webpage at fcas.nova.edu/about/faculty/
publications/quadrivium/.
 
Appointment of Vice President for Clinical 
Operations
President George Hanbury announced 
Kelly Gregg as the new Vice President for 
Clinical Operations. Gregg has over 35 years 
of business experience in the healthcare 
environment, including specialized expertise in 
finance, revenue cycle management and medical 
practice administration. Gregg comes to NSU 
from Diagnostic Clinic Medical Group in Largo, 
Florida where he is chief financial officer and 
senior manager of a 110 provider multi-specialty 
practice group with over 400,000 annual patient 
encounters in primary care, medical specialty 
care, surgical care, optometry, rehab services and 
hospital based services. 
Paddle Boarding Trip
Sharks on the Scene and Campus 
Recreation will host a paddle boarding trip on 
March 28 at the Blue Moon Outdoor Center. All 
attendees must ride in the transportation provided 
by S.O.S. events. NSU shuttle pick up time is at 
8:30 a.m. at the Shark Fountain. Limited tickets 
are available on a first come, first served basis 
to NSU students only. All tickets will be sold in 
the Office of Student Activities, located in the 
Don Taft University Center. For ticket sales and 
pricing, please contact 954-262-7301.
Student Leadership Awards
The Office of Student Leadership and Civic 
Engagement will host the Student Leadership 
Awards on April 21. Submit a nomination 
form by March 30 at 11:59 p.m. To nominate, 
visit orgsync.com/45785/forms/135548. All 
students, faculty and staff are eligible to submit 
nominations. For more information, please 
contact Lauren Soares, Graduate Assistant for 
Leadership Development and Civic Engagement 
at 954-262-7253 or ls1801@nova.edu. 
Celebrate Earth Day
An Earth Day celebration will take place 
on April 1 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
Don Taft University Spine. The event will 
include free food, games, prizes, vendors and 
volunteer opportunities, and it will introduce 
NSU’s new organization, Green Sharks, a student 
sustainability club. For more information, please 
contact event coordinator Cassi Lobaugh at 
cl1221@nova.edu. 
Students Invited to Audition for Performing 
Arts Grant
The NSU Farquhar College of Arts and 
Sciences will hold auditions for the talent-based 
James and Nan Farquhar Performing Arts Grant 
on April 11 from noon to 5 p.m. in the Don Taft 
University Center Performance Theatre. The 
grant is available to new and continuing eligible 
students pursuing a bachelor’s degree in art, 
arts administration, dance, music or theater. An 
audition and portfolio is required. To learn more 
and submit the grant application, visit fcas.nova.
edu/academics/tuition/scholarships/. For more 
information about the upcoming audition, contact 
Bill Adams, associate professor and coordinator 
of performing arts, at 954-262-8025.
OVERCOME THE WORLD 
OF SEXISM AT W.O.W.
By: Alyssa DiMaria 
       @current_DiMaria
Women Overcoming the World, 
or W.O.W., is a peer-led dialogue and 
discussion on sexism that will take 
place on March 30 from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. in Commons Residence Hall, 
Room 123.
Office of Residential Life and 
Housing Area Coordinator Victoria 
Myer is a co-creator of the event.
“There is a lack of knowledge 
about women’s issues on NSU’s 
campus, and having a peer-led event 
allows students to connect with 
issues that directly affect them and 
their peers,” Myer said.
Myer said the idea behind 
W.O.W. initially formed at the 
Blurred Lines: Discussion of Race 
and Culture event that was held in 
observance of Black History Month.
“Attendees had such great 
dialogue at this event, and it was 
really inspiring; it showed me that 
we need to have a student dialogue 
about women’s issues and the sexism 
that is still prevalent today, so we are 
giving our students a platform to do 
so,” she said.
Myer said this event is important 
because NSU is predominately 
female. 
“We don’t want women in 
college right now to be surprised 
once they enter the workforce and 
encounter sexism or be caught off-
guard when they face obstacles due 
to their sex,” she said. 
Myer said it often seems many 
young women don’t seem to fully 
grasp the struggles women still 
currently face.
“In the U.S. alone, the gender 
gap in pay still persists; full-time 
women workers’ earnings are only 
about 77 percent of their male 
counterparts’ earnings,” she said. 
“The pay gap is even greater for 
African-American and Latina 
women, with African-American 
women earning 64 cents and Latina 
women earning 56 cents for every 
dollar earned by a Caucasian man.”
Graduate Assistant for 
Mediation Services, Tyra Brown, co-
creator of the event, said it’s critical 
for students to understand the social 
landscape from which they will be 
expected to lead effectively and 
make important decisions. 
“The issues that women face are 
faced by all and impact each of us, on 
an interpersonal, national and global 
level.  Things must change, and NSU 
students will be called upon to be the 
change,” she said. 
Brown said attendees should 
expect to participate in a lively, 
engaging and challenging discussion 
that may cause them to rethink their 
personal views, values and opinions 
on gender.  
“This event will provide a safe, 
friendly, open space for dialogue, and 
all ideas and thoughts are welcome,” 
she said. 
Brown said, “NSU is building an 
academic legacy of scholarship and 
civic engagement. Events like this 
support the institution’s endeavor to 
enrich the learning environment by 
preparing students to live and work 
in a diverse, global society.”
Brown encourages all students 
to educate themselves on the issues, 
and if they feel a particular passion 
or connection, to get involved.  
Myer said having dialogue and 
becoming educated on these issues is 
how change is created. 
“NSU prides itself on being an 
institution that prepares our students 
to live and work in a global society, 
so it’s important to educate our 
students on this big-picture issue 
and understand the challenges that 
women are facing not just in the 
United States but in the world,” she 
said. 
For more information, contact 
Myer at vlaffert@nova.edu or 954-
262-7062.
FIJI HOSTS A WEEK 
OF PHILANTHROPY
COURTESY OF J. PORTNOY
FIJI brothers and sophomore biology majors Jared Portnoy and Shane Wolfe pose at last year’s Dodge 
that Chicken event during FIJIanthropy.
TUESDAY:
 
TROPICAL 
SMOOTHIES
NOON- UC SPINE
WEDNESDAY:
DODGE THAT CHICKEN
5 P.M. - THE COMMONS 
VOLLEYBALL COURT
THURSDAY:
LIP SYNC BATTLE
5 P.M. - FLIGHT DECK
By: Li Cohen
       @Current_Yakira
NSU’s Phi Gamma Delta 
Fraternity, commonly known 
as FIJI, will host the second 
annual FIJIanthropy, a week of 
philanthropic events, from March 
23 to March 27. 
Proceeds will go to the United 
Service Organization, FIJI’s 
national philanthropy. USO is a 
nonprofit organization that provides 
programs and services to American 
troops and their families.
FIJI brother Jared Portnoy, 
sophomore biology major, said, 
“We’re trying to support USO and 
it’s a good chance to come out, have 
fun, meet some of the brothers and 
contribute to a good cause.”
One event is a tropical 
smoothie sale on March 24 at noon 
in the Don Taft University Center 
Spine. FIJI brothers will make fresh 
smoothies for $2 each. Flavors will 
include piña colada and strawberry 
margarita. 
FIJI’s signature event, Dodge 
that Chicken, will be held at 5 
p.m. in The Commons Volleyball 
Court on March 25. Dodge that 
Chicken is a version of dodgeball 
that uses rubber chickens instead 
of dodgeballs. The game is a 
tournament and will consist of 
teams of four to six people. To play, 
each team must pay $12. The last 
two teams standing will receive 
prizes. Sign-ups and RSVPs are not 
required to participate. 
FIJI brother Chris Joyce, 
freshman criminal justice major, 
said, “This is a huge event for the 
NSU community to come together 
for some fun. Dodge that Chicken is 
a great time for everybody. After all, 
who doesn’t want to have a chicken 
thrown at them?”
On March 26, there will be 
a Lip Sync Battle at 5 p.m. in the 
Flight Deck Pub before Sigma Delta 
Tau Sorority’s Benefit Concert. 
The battle is open to teams and 
individuals who want to lip sync 
to a song of their choice. The 
audience will decide the winner by 
making donations for their favorite 
contestant. The individual or team 
who raises the most money during 
their performance will win. 
Last year, FIJI co-sponsored 
FIJIanthropy with Delta Phi Epsilon 
Sorority and Alpha Phi Omega 
service fraternity. FIJI will solely 
run this year’s event. 
“This event is one that is going 
to have a huge impact on both the 
NSU community and the brave 
troops who serve our country,” 
Portnoy said. “Students and faculty 
will be coming together as one from 
many organizations to support the 
men and women who put their lives
Portnoy at 954-812-6067 or 
FIJI brother Shane Wolfe at 850-
375-8401.  
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Gluten 
Free 
Pizza & 
Pasta
$1795
$1995
WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT
All of our food is either baked or sauteed to order.
There is no microwave or deep fryer in our kitchen.
Jeff Cohen, chef & owner, opened Pizza Loft in 1975 at the age of 18, living in the back of the restaurant & working non-stop developing recipes & training employees. Jeff can 
still be found managing the dining room & cooking on the line almost every night. With one glance, you will see the passion he brings to the Pizza Loft every day. Several of the 
chefs & managers have been with Pizza Loft for more than a decade, which is unheard of in the restaurant industry. Jeff & the enire staff look forward to serving you.
DSS DSS DSS
The NSU chapter of the American 
Association of University Women (AAUW) 
will host its ninth annual International 
Women’s Day Celebration March 25 from 
noon to 2 p.m. at the Don Taft University 
Center second-floor lounge.
“Women and Leadership for 
Sustainability” and will feature a 
presentation by Guenola Nonet, 
international visiting professor and 
scholar in residence for corporate social 
responsibility and sustainability at the H. 
Wayne Huizenga School of Business and 
Entrepreneurship.
AAUW-NSU President Candy Fish, 
director of Adjunct and Faculty Services 
at the Abraham S. Fischler School of 
Education, said Nonet will speak about ways 
that women are dealing with sustainability 
in culture, business and education and how 
they can continue to grow.
“If you have an idea for education 
and you want to keep in growing, you ask, 
‘How do you do that? What kind of systems 
do you put in place? Do you want to keep 
it growing?’ Those kinds of questions are 
the ones you ask regarding sustainability,” 
Fish said. “There’s so many good things 
out there but how do you keep them going? 
How do you keep the success alive? That’s 
what sustainability is about.”
After the speech, attendees will be able 
to speak with Nonet and other attendees 
about the issue. Attendees will also view a 
video that Nonet made with NSU students 
about women and sustainability. There will 
also be posters set up by AAUW members 
with information about women’s issue 
including women in literacy, women’s 
empowerment movement and equal pay.
Fish said she hopes the event will 
allow more women and men at NSU to get 
an idea of what AAUW is and understand 
the mission of the organization.
“I think getting involved, no matter 
what you get involved in is especially 
important in your college career because it 
can give you an opportunity to meet other 
like-minded people and make changes,” 
Fish said. “Never underestimate the power 
of a group of people to make a change.”
AAUW will provide lunch for 
attendees. For more information, email 
fcandy@nova.edu.
By: Keren Moros
NSU TO CELEBRATE 
INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY
NSU’s Sigma Delta Tau sorority will host 
its eighth annual benefit concert to raise money 
for Prevent Child Abuse America, an organization 
that works to ensure the healthy development of 
children nationwide, on March 27 from 6 to 9 
p.m. in the Flight Deck Pub patio. 
Sigma Delta Tau Fundraising Chair Elyse 
Rosen, freshman theatre major, said PCAA is one 
of the sorority’s philanthropies.
“PCAA has provided a voice to those who 
are afraid or unable to speak up about abuse; 
our sorority has been working with PCAA to 
break this silence and help the children who are 
suffering,” Rosen said. “We believe it’s important 
to put a stop to abuse and the cycle of it. It 
shouldn’t hurt to be a child.”
Rosen said the benefit concert is an 
important event to hold because while students 
have a good time and relax, they can also learn 
more about the cause. 
“This event gives children a voice when 
they are unable to use their own,” she said. 
“Raising awareness for the problem at hand and 
seeing the benefits that can happen when just one 
person, a group or school stands up to support is 
incredible.” 
Sigma Delta Tau President Vanessa 
Duboulay, junior political science major, said the 
benefit concert is one of the biggest fundraising 
activities the sorority hosts for PCAA.
“This event is not only exciting and fun, but 
a way for Sigma Delta Tau to raise money for 
PCAA, a very delicate cause to many,” she said. 
Sigma Delta Tau Vice President of 
Programming Julia Adams, junior nursing 
student, said the benefit concert will kick off 
the sorority’s efforts to raise awareness for the 
cause, as April is National Prevent Child Abuse 
Awareness month.
“PCAA is an organization our sorority keeps 
near and dear to our hearts, and we hope to share 
the same passion with others and, hopefully, one 
day, have a society free of child abuse,” she said. 
The event is free and open to the public. VIP 
tickets will be sold for $10 and will include extra 
food and refreshments. All proceeds raised will 
go to PCAA. Attendees can donate at the event or 
prior to the event at gofundme.com/ot1qso. 
The event will include food, games, 
including ladder ball, corn-hole and a pie eating 
contest, and live music from the Riff Tides, 
NSU’s student a cappella group, Bryant Del Toro, 
a reggae/hip-hop/oldies singer from Miami, and 
Defy the Skyline, a pop-rock/alternative band 
from Pembroke Pines.
“The benefit concert is now a tradition for 
our sorority and NSU,” Adams said. “Students 
should definitely come out to support the cause 
because it will be an ideal time to hang out with 
friends, eat some food and enjoy amazing music.”
For more information, contact Rosen at 
er913@nova.edu. 
 
ROCK OUT FOR 
PREVENT 
CHILD ABUSE 
AMERICA
By: Alyssa DiMaria 
       @current_DiMaria
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Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz speaks at AAUW-NSU’s 2013 International Women’s Day event.
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A PROGRAM FOR PEACE
The Department of Conflict 
Analysis and Resolution and The 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Broward 
County will host the Peace Pal 
Mentorship Program at the Jim and 
Jan Moran Club on April 21 from 3 
to 6 p.m.
The Peace Pal Mentorship 
Program is part of a research 
program from Associate Professor 
Alexia Georgakopoulos and 
Assistant Professor Cheryl 
Duckworth. The program is funded 
by NSU’s Quality of Life Grant. 
Because the grant’s initiatives 
include the improvement of the 
community and literacy, and the 
research team was already working 
in the community with anti-bullying 
and peace education with children, 
they had the idea to combine the 
two.
As part of the program, 
children aged six to eight will be 
paired up with mentors. The team is 
looking to recruit 100 mentors, who 
are 18 or older, from the community 
and NSU. The hope is that this 
By: Keren Moros
  
mentorship program can become a 
model that addresses bullying.
“They are everyday citizens 
who are extraordinary because 
they’re going to make an impact on 
these kids’ lives,” Georgakopoulos 
said.
At the event, the mentors will 
sit with the children and read books 
with them about peace, bullying and 
character. The mentors will then ask 
the children what they learned about 
peace and whether their actions 
with their friends will change and 
talk about the book’s meaning. The 
children and their mentors will also 
receive a $12 Barnes and Noble gift 
card.
“Kids learn about math, 
and they learn about science,” 
Georgakopoulos said. “But when 
it comes to peace, we don’t talk 
about that. We don’t really teach 
them the value of peace. And, if you 
look at our world, you see that’s the 
most pressing human concern that 
touches the human race today. How 
do we promote peace?”
The event will include spoken 
word and opportunities for the 
children to be artistic.
“I think this event is very 
powerful because we bring in the 
arts,” Georgakopoulos said. “We’ll 
have them draw. We’re having them 
write an essay or lyrics to a song 
that represents what peace means to 
them.”
Because the program is 
part of a larger research study, 
Georgakopoulos and other 
researchers will survey the 
children to measure the program’s 
effectiveness and assess peace 
education literacy. To do this, they 
will measure students’ cognitive 
learning, behavioral learning, 
effective learning and the impact the 
program has on them. They will ask 
the children what they learned, what 
they feel about what they learned, 
if they will change because of what 
they learned and if they feel they will 
have an impact. Georgakopoulos 
said she hopes other people will see 
the research and decide to set up 
similar programs. 
Georgakopoulos said she 
hopes that the mentors come back 
as well as she feels it is everybody’s 
responsibility to care for children.
“It’s not just teachers and 
parents,” she said. “At the end of the 
day, these kids are in our community. 
They’re our kids. Teachers and 
parents already are playing a role, 
so it’s our responsibility as people 
in the community because those 
kids are living with us, and we want 
to give them the best mentorship 
that we can supply to them.”
Georgakopoulos said that 
children need role models to look 
up to and feel safe.
“If every kid had that, there 
wouldn’t be as much bullying,” she 
said. “There would be much more 
inspiration for those kids to have a 
better life, and I don’t think there 
would be youth violence. Violence 
is often a manifestation of people’s 
fears that they’re not good enough. 
Most people who are bullies don’t 
have good role models at home.”
Peace Pal Program Graduate 
Assistant Yehuda Silverman said 
the books will be about sharing 
feelings, anger and peace. He said 
people never know how much an 
interaction can change a child’s life.
“You never know what effect 
you’re going to have on a child, 
even for that short amount of time,” 
he said. “Being there and showing 
them that you care and just having 
an interaction with the child is 
really going to make a difference.”
Georgakopoulos said the 
ultimate goals are to teach the 
children to be proud of being an 
ambassador for peace and to teach 
them to stop bullying.
“The program is going to 
give kids that power, through their 
mentor, to feel that they can act and 
speak,” Georgakopoulos said.
The Jim and Jan Moran 
Club is located at 27 South Dixie 
Highway in Deerfield Beach. For 
more information and to learn 
how to become a mentor, email 
peacepalprogram@gmail.com.
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SPRING OPEN HOUSE 
APPROACHESBy: Faren Rajkumar
      @current_faren
NSU students, faculty and staff 
are preparing for the annual Spring 
Open House on March 28. From 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., new and prospective 
students have the opportunity to 
tour the 314-acre main campus and 
ask questions on everything from 
financial aid to degree requirements.
Financial aid advisers and 
admissions counselors will be on 
hand to speak with students and 
provide assistance FAFSA, as well 
as current NSU students who will be 
representing both NSU and many of 
their student organizations.
Sophomore biology major 
Amanda Palmieri will represent 
several organizations including 
Sigma Delta Tau, NSU’s pre-
pharmacy society and the Office of 
Student Activities. 
Palmierei said, “I am looking 
forward to talking to prospective 
students about the dozens of clubs 
and organizations that NSU has to 
offer. I would hope this will inspire 
them to look into these opportunities 
and really get their feet wet their 
freshman year.”
These opportunities include 
dozens of clubs, sororities, 
fraternities, academic societies 
and cultural student associations. 
Representatives from most of these 
organizations will be present at 
Open House, in addition to other 
NSU students who will give guided 
tours of the campus, including the 
residence halls.
Tam Nyguen, senior biology 
major, is eager for prospective 
students to meet active NSU 
students like himself, but also 
faculty and staff members.
“The administration here is 
so accessible and always there for 
you, which makes it a lot easier for 
you to give impact about changes 
you would like to see on campus,” 
Nyguen said.
There will be some new 
features at Open House this year, 
including a mobile bookstore on-
site so people can purchase “Shark 
Swag.” Brandon Hensler, interim 
executive director of University 
Relations, said NSU took a different 
approach to advertising this year 
and is expecting huge turnout.
“We’ve taken a digital versus 
traditional approach to advertising 
this year to reach people where 
they spend most of their time — on 
their smart phones, tablets and other 
mobile devices,” Hensler said. “And 
we’re confident it will be another 
successful event. We already have 
more RSVPs one week out than we 
had on the day of the Open House 
last spring.”
Free parking will be available 
for the event in the Library and Main 
Student Parking Garage near the 
Alvin Sherman Library. An RSVP is 
required to attend. For information 
about Open House, visit nova.edu/
openhouse or call 866-432-2002. 
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Prospective students and NSU representatives speak at a previous Open House.
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COLLEGE STUDENTS REGISTER FREE AT arshtcenter.org/UTIX
$20 
TICKETS
JAZZ, THEATER, MUSIC, DANCE, COMEDY
AND MORE!
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From March 7 to March 8, 
a team of 12 faculty, staff and 
students in NSU’s College of Health 
Care Sciences participated in the 
Multiple Sclerosis 150 Bike Ride 
to raise money to fight multiple 
sclerosis. 
The team raised nearly $5,000 
for the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
and was led by Joann Gallichio, 
team captain and assistant professor 
of physical therapy. 
Gallichio said the bike ride 
offered an amazing opportunity 
for the college as it is devoted to 
the development of health care 
professionals and consists of health 
care professions.
“The event allowed all 
programs to unite as one team to 
raise money to fight a disease that 
many of us have treated patients 
with in the past or current students 
will treat in the future,” she said. 
Assistant Professor of 
Occupational Therapy Adrienne 
Lauer, who participated in the bike 
ride, said she has worked with many 
individuals who have MS at many 
By: Alyssa DiMaria
      @current_DiMaria
stages in recovery.
“MS has been and remains one 
of the most challenging diseases for 
clients and therapists to address,” 
she said. “We collectively did a 
great job to raise the amount of 
money but also to finish the task at 
hand: riding to raise awareness.” 
Many of the team members 
know someone with MS and were 
riding in her or his honor. Terry 
Morrow, assistant dean of student 
affairs in CHCS, was riding in 
honor of her mother who has had 
MS for 25 years.
“She challenges herself just 
to walk to the front door every 
day,” Morrow said. “I can channel 
that same level of courage and 
perseverance to push through a 
few extra miles on my bike for a 
weekend.”
Others participated because 
they love to ride and enjoyed a 
weekend building relationships with 
colleagues while raising money for 
a good cause.  
Gallichio said for such a 
small team, she was happy with 
the outcome and looks forward to 
forming a bigger team next year and 
raising even more money. 
“The college is looking to 
have a bigger team and increase our 
fundraising efforts. Believe it or not, 
planning for the next year’s ride will 
start in a few months,” Gallichio 
said. “You don’t have to be a super 
cyclist to participate and there are 
one-day ride options available too.” 
Lauer said the college hopes 
to extend the team to other colleges 
and the undergraduate population 
next year and build on what they 
have started. 
“It is a great opportunity to 
have faculty, administration and 
students involved in like goals for 
the community,” she said. 
Gallichio said the organization 
and execution of this ride was 
fantastic. 
“All of the riders were well fed 
and hydrated along the way, as well 
as before and after the rides on both 
days,” she said. “Even with strong 
headwinds, I always think about 
the struggles people with MS have 
and know that I am fortunate to be 
able to ride for two days with only 
temporary struggles and aches.”
Morrow said learning and 
development occur inside and 
outside the classroom and the bike 
ride is an example of a memorable 
experience that cultivates a person’s 
life.
“It was a great event that 
inspired each of us to push through 
challenges, take care of one another, 
sacrifice for the greater good and 
have fun; these are lessons that each 
of us can apply to our academic, 
professional, civic and personal 
lives,” she said. 
NSU COLLEGE OF HEALTH CARE SCIENCES 
TEAM RAISES NEARLY $5,000 FOR THE 
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY
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NSU’s College of Health Care Sciences Team raised nearly $5,000 in the Multiple Sclerosis 150 Bike 
Ride. 
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Diary of. . .
a non-traditional 
spring breaker
Alyssa is a sophomore Elementary 
Education major and one of The Current’s 
news editors. For spring break 2015, she went 
on a service trip to New Orleans, Louisiana, 
where she helped rebuild the city 10 years after 
Hurricane Katrina hit. 
Sometimes it strikes me how poverty and 
privilege became silent neighbors, and the world 
just keeps going because it has to. 
I took a chance, ventured off my normal 
path and decided to step out of my comfort zone. 
I chose to do something for someone else, to be 
a more giving and selfless person. For my spring 
break, I went to New Orleans for a service trip, 
and the incredible experience taught me more 
than words will ever be able to express. 
I had never been on a service trip before, 
much less shared a week with strangers, and I 
had no idea what to expect. Normally, I don’t 
get nervous, but as we entered the city on our 
first day of the trip, I felt as though my heart was 
going to beat out of my chest, and, to be honest, 
I didn’t want to be there. 
A total of 13 NSU students and staff set out 
on a mission to help New Orleans recover from 
the horrible nightmare of Hurricane Katrina, 
which they long to wake up from. We brought 
our support, and we were able to assist a newly 
built elementary school by organizing books, 
storage closets and assisting teachers who were 
overwhelmed with work. 
We also went to a rescue barn where we 
fed, bathed and nurtured horses that were once 
abandoned and abused. The way the horse’s 
eyes stared into mine, I could see its pain 
penetrate through. They looked at us as if we 
were the only hope they had in the world. The 
powerful and intense encounter with the horses 
left many of us feeling empty, wishing we could 
do something more.
Regrettably, some days weren’t as inspiring 
as others. There were a few times when we all 
felt discouraged and unfocused. During this 
time, for the first time in my life, I could blatantly 
see a spiritual battle against the powers of 
darkness. We experienced individuals who were 
ungrateful of our support or some who would 
ignore us altogether. But, our apprehension 
slowly began to fade as we realized what we 
were truly there to do – to care for someone else 
other than ourselves.
We experienced yet another powerful 
encounter. A man kindly allowed us into 
his work, a homeless shelter. He shared his 
testimony and prayed, and we listened as he told 
us how God has truly saved him and changed 
his life. I felt so blessed to have the opportunity 
to meet him. 
We were able to make sandwiches for the 
homeless and then hand it to them. The amount 
of appreciation these people had, just because 
of a small bag of food, was breathtaking. We 
all stood in silence; no one spoke as realization 
floated through the air, striking each of us. 
Every day that I have been back, I realize 
more and more how truly blessed I am. I have 
three meals to eat every day. I have a bed to 
sleep in, a roof over my head and a place where 
I am safe. Despite the incredible poverty and 
unimaginable suffering that they endure, the 
people in New Orleans truly exemplify that 
through everything, they are OK. 
The people of New Orleans were so grateful 
for our help and would continuously say things 
such as “Thank you for coming here and helping 
to change my life.” But, I have to disagree; they 
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NSU students travel to New Orleans for their Spring Break to help rebuild the city. 
have changed my life far more than I could have 
ever changed theirs.
I encourage everyone to go on a service 
trip. Seeing the amazing grace, abounding mercy 
and steadfast love right before your eyes — no 
words can accurately express the wonder of this 
until you have experienced it yourself. 
Never underestimate your ability to make 
someone else’s life better. Look for a way to 
lift someone up. And if that’s all you do, that’s 
enough. The best medicine for despair is service, 
and the best cure for weariness is the challenge 
of helping someone who is even more tired. 
By: Keren Moros
DEALING WITH THE SCOURGE OF SENIORITIS
By: Alyssa DiMaria 
       @current_DiMaria
Senior year is supposed to be one 
the best times of a student’s life. The 
future is just starting to become visible 
over the horizon, and students get 
caught up in looking for a job, ordering 
graduation gowns and stepping out into 
a new life.
However, in the midst of all 
this excitement, many seniors find 
themselves plagued with a condition 
colloquially known among students as 
senioritis. It paralyzes them, inhibiting 
their ability to fully function as a student 
and preventing them from studying, 
getting out of bed and doing anything 
else that needs to be done to get to the 
end of the year and graduate.
But because it’s not a medical 
condition, a clear definition is hard to 
pin down. What is senioritis exactly?
While Center for Psychological 
Studies Associate Professor Barry 
Nierenberg believes students are the 
experts on what senioritis feels like, he 
describes the main symptom as “not 
giving your academic career the effort 
that you once did.”
People get stomach aches for 
several reasons, but the symptom is 
always the same. The same goes for 
senioritis; there can be many reasons 
for the symptoms. One simple reason is 
exhaustion.
“One way to understand it is that 
you just ran a marathon for three years, 
and you’re tired, and you collapse,” 
Nierenberg said.
Another reason students 
experience senioritis is going for the 
easy path.
“It’s kind of like, ‘I know I’m 
going to grad school. They’ve already 
accepted me. I’m kicking back. I’m 
going to take the path of least resistance 
now,’” Nierenberg said. “So, you’re just 
going for easy because you have your 
next goal in mind.”
Ironically, according to 
Nierenberg, senioritis can stem from 
the fear of success. Students get through 
school step by step, test by test and 
year by year without thinking about it. 
Before they know it, they are ready to 
graduate and are unprepared.
“You look behind you, and you go, 
‘I’ve come this far. I’m not all that sure 
what I want to do when I get out of here.’ 
You kind of freak out,” Nierenberg said. 
“You become overwhelmed by all the 
possibilities that are out there.”
Others may even feel that they 
don’t deserve to graduate. They can 
even be scared of being different from 
others in their family who have not 
gone to college.
“There are personal spins that 
people can have on it, which all lead 
them to being afraid of graduation,” 
Nierenberg said. “And one way to deal 
with being afraid of graduation is to 
freeze, and when you freeze, you stop 
all your work, and you have senioritis.”
Seniors may also fear the 
economic environment they are 
graduating in, and getting a job isn’t 
as easy as it used to be. This can make 
graduating a scary leap of faith.
“You hear a couple of stories in 
the media, for example, of people who 
have really good majors and really 
good bachelor’s degree from excellent 
universities, and they’re driving a cab 
or working at Publix,” Nierenberg said. 
“That’s scary. So, some people, when 
they’re afraid, they freeze.”
So what is the cure? For students 
who find themselves crippled with 
senioritis, Nierenberg suggests they ask 
themselves whether or not senioritis 
is going to get them where they want 
to go. This self-assessment can help 
students discover what is holding them 
back.
“Is it that you’ve worked so hard 
that you just want to rest, and you 
already have your goal, and you want 
a little time off? You can take some 
courses that are not that demanding,” 
Nierenberg said. “Or is that you’re so 
scared about not knowing what to do 
that you’re really shutting down. And 
if it’s that, you’re scared, and you’re 
shutting down, what would it take for 
you to get past that? You may have to 
talk to somebody. You can do personal 
therapy. You can talk to somebody 
about career options. What’s it going to 
take for you to not be frozen?”
If this self-assessment doesn’t 
reveal a fear or complacency, students 
can simply be burned out. When that’s 
the case, they can take the opportunity 
to learn about themselves.
“Usually, the people who burn out 
are the people who care the most, and 
what they have failed to do is self-care,” 
Nierenberg said. “There are some 
students who are all work and no play, 
and you can only do that for so long 
before you collapse, and sometimes 
that collapse is senioritis.”
Sometimes, recharging is simple 
and only takes a few minutes.
“Let’s say you have 15 minutes 
between appointments,” Nierenberg 
said. “You just finished something, and 
before you start something else, go for 
a walk. Just take a five-minute walk.”
And if self-assessment doesn’t 
work, it always helps to talk to 
somebody, either a personal counselor 
or a career adviser, to help figure out 
what’s wrong.
In the end, senioritis may just be 
like the common cold, incurable but 
certainly treatable, and for seniors, it 
starts with self-reflection.
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“Abs are made in the kitchen and maintained in the gym.” 
— Spring Neal, associate lecturer and personal trainer
 UWF Cybersecurity
Can you 
hack it?
The fastest-growing crime is happening online. It can strike 
anywhere, anytime. Earn your master’s degree in Cybersecurity 
online or in person at our Pensacola campus. We’ll teach you to 
stay a step ahead of the bad guys. Think you can hack it? Make 
your splash. Scholarships and financial aid available. 
Get the facts: uwf.edu/cybersecurity.
Career Corner
By: Emilio Lorenzo
Why projects can be a great selling point for job and internship opportunities
Getting experience in your field of 
choice is a necessary step to establish 
a career and develop necessary 
transferable skills, but starting to get 
your foot in the door can be challenging.
You have probably applied to a 
few positions that required at least one 
year of experience but keep asking 
yourself, “Well, if this position is entry 
level, how do I get experience in my 
field when I don’t have even a year of 
experience in the field and all positions 
keep asking for it?” The answer lies in 
the manner that you market yourself. It 
is true that employers want candidates 
that may have prior exposure in the 
field, but, if you can showcase your 
value in terms of transferable skills and 
highlight the foundational knowledge 
needed for this position through the 
application process, your chances of 
obtaining such opportunities increases.
One way of showcasing your 
skills and knowledge base is by putting 
greater value into your academic 
projects in class. You may not have 
direct experience in your respected field 
early on in college. However, academic 
projects force you as a student to apply 
theoretical knowledge into everyday 
work settings without even realizing its 
true value. 
Let’s say for example that you 
are a marketing major and interested 
in getting your foot in the door but 
have not held a position or internship 
directly into marketing. On the surface, 
it seems that you don’t have what that 
organization may be looking for, but, if 
you look closer, you can uncover other 
avenues in which you developed and 
implemented skills and abilities needed 
for such opportunities.
You may not have anything 
on your resume that says marketing 
manager, marketing professional or 
marketing coordinator, like some other 
applicants, but, if the job requires 
creativity and being able to develop 
marketing pieces to reach a certain 
audience, maybe some of your class 
projects or on-campus involvement 
would come in handy.
Let’s say you are currently taking 
a marketing course and recently did 
a project on developing a marketing 
plan for a mock company. You did 
not get paid for that experience, but 
the techniques and approach you used 
would remain the same if it were for an 
actual job or internship. At the end of the 
day, it was an activity that showcased 
your ability to do the tasks asked for 
in the job or internship; whether you 
got paid or not is irrelevant in the 
grand scheme of telling the employer 
that you can bring value to his or her 
organization. 
In addition, do not just limit 
project work to in the classroom. If, 
for example, you are the marketing 
chair for your club or organization and 
are constantly developing graphics to 
promote events, you should articulate 
that on your resume. This is why campus 
involvement and taking on leadership 
roles can be valuable for your future as 
it lets you engage in activities that have 
actual work applicability.
Overall, project work can be a 
great avenue to explore early in your 
career and can be a valuable tool to get 
the attention of the employer and make 
you a more marketable candidate for 
internships or jobs.
Faculty Spotlight: Scott Poland 
By: Faren Rajkumar
      @current_faren
Oftentimes a single event leads to the 
discovery of one’s life purpose. For psychology 
professor Scott Poland, a life-altering experience 
occurred just as he was beginning his graduate 
education at Ball State University in Indiana. 
Poland had recently graduated from 
Arizona State University with a bachelor’s in 
psychology and was ready to pursue a master’s. 
But just as he began his studies, Poland’s father 
committed suicide.
“It didn’t immediately cause me to know 
that suicide prevention would be my life’s work, 
but I did pursue a master’s in counseling,” 
Poland said. 
This began a series of unique, and often 
troubling, experiences as Poland entered the 
workforce, looking to apply his background 
in psychology and counseling to a worthwhile 
cause. Poland’s first experience with a disturbing 
work environment was during his undergraduate 
studies, when he worked at a large psychiatric 
hospital in Connecticut.
“It was a time which today’s young people 
aren’t familiar with,” Poland said. “America 
had so many large institutions with thousands 
of patients receiving mental health care with a 
variety of diagnoses in one place.”
As an attendant, Poland worked in many 
areas of the hospital and was able to see 
everything from cases of substance abuse to 
psychotic behavior. In one of the units, Poland 
was frustrated with one of the psychologist’s 
unkind bedside manner.
Poland said, “I wanted to further my studies 
and work in counseling and psychology because 
I was motivated by him. I wanted to be able to 
work with people with sympathy, empathy and 
sensitivity.” 
Poland’s first full-time job was counseling 
in a private all-boys school in Indiana, where it 
didn’t take him long to figure out that abuse was 
occurring. Poland resigned and tried to forget 
about the disturbing experience, but when he 
found himself unable to, he organized a group 
of former employees at the school and presented 
the evidence of abuse to both the school’s 
board of directors and Indiana’s public welfare 
department. Thanks to his determination, despite 
receiving opposition from the directors, the 
school was shut down. 
“After working in two state hospitals and 
successfully closing a boy’s school, I remember 
thinking to myself ‘What could be better than 
this?’” Poland said.
Poland went on to earn a doctorate in 
school psychology from Ball State University 
and moved to Texas, where he became a school 
psychologist and, eventually, became the 
director of the entire district’s Department of 
Psychological Services. During his first year 
as director, several students committed suicide, 
and dealing with the aftermath of their deaths 
became part of the inspiration for his first book, 
“Suicide Intervention in the Schools,” published 
in 1988 in six different languages. 
Just before writing his second book, 
Poland grew interested in more general crisis 
intervention, not just suicide. Immediately after 
the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, Poland 
was invited to the city as part of a national team 
to work with public school children who had 
been affected by the attack. For 11 years, Poland 
continued this kind of intervention work in the 
aftermath of crises throughout the country, such 
as school shootings and bombings, as the first 
Chairman of the National Association of School 
Psychologists.
At NSU, Poland continues to promote 
suicide and violence prevention and believes 
that his 26 years of providing full-time support 
to schools and students allows him to show 
to his classes how he lived the subject that 
he is teaching. Poland allows his students to 
accompany him on some of his interventions 
in public schools and is grateful that he can still 
receive hands-on experiences in counseling 
while also teaching.
NSU created the Suicide and Violence 
Prevention office shortly after Poland became a 
faculty member, which he now co-directs with 
Associate Professor Douglas Flemons. They 
recently applied for a second federal grant, so, 
in addition to teaching, Poland is still actively 
promoting suicide and violence prevention at 
NSU.
“Sometimes I do miss the day-to-day work 
in schools because some of those days were 
wonderful and happy, and some days were sad, 
but they were never boring,” Poland said. “I do 
miss that, but I also really enjoy my colleagues 
and all the things that NSU has to offer.”
 
COURTESY OF S . POLAND
Scott Poland is a professor at the Center for Psychological 
Studies and co-director of NSU’s Suicide and Violence 
Prevention Office.
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Commentary by: Trent Strafaci 
Coach’s Corner: 
Austin Lavallii
Most tennis players start playing as soon 
as they become taller than the racket, but 
Austin Lavallii didn’t start until the age of 
15 and still managed to excel in the sport and 
coach it as well.  
A Williamston, Michigan native, Lavallii 
transferred to NSU after attending University 
of Texas El Paso for one year. She then had a 
three-year tennis career at NSU that ended in 
the spring of 2013, when she graduated with a 
degree in sports management.
Lavallii was an accomplished player for 
NSU. She specialized in doubles play, where 
she was featured in the top draw as a senior. 
The following fall, she joined the coaching 
staff as a graduate assistant.
“When I went here, there was a different 
tennis head coach,” said Lavallii. “It was kind 
of a surprise to me because if I ever thought 
about coaching, it was going to be with the 
coach who was here when I was here.”
Lavallii’s job encompasses two roles, 
since tennis has no assistant coach, only a 
head coach, Steve Schram. 
“So even though I’m the grad assistant, 
I’m an assistant as well because we’ve always 
been without an assistant coach in tennis,” 
said Lavallii. 
With a small team such as tennis, where 
lots of emotions are involved, Lavallii’s duty 
entails making sure the players are getting 
along well and everything is running smoothly. 
“Our girls are very respectful toward 
each other and caring about each other, so 
every little things mean a lot to them, which 
is good. But it also can be a challenge,” said 
Lavallii. 
The fact that some of the players were 
once Lavallii’s teammates makes her job 
somewhat easier. Her proximity in age to them 
helps out a lot as well.  
Coaching allows Lavallii to still be 
around the game she loves without suffering 
from injuries, considering the long fall and 
spring seasons and the games that can get 
pretty lengthy. 
“You can imagine running around when 
it’s 110 [degrees], and your shoes are boiling 
hot because you’re standing on concrete. So 
it’s more of a chronic pain than a physical 
pain,” said Lavallii.
Transitioning from playing to coaching 
has been a challenge for Lavallii because even 
though it’s the same sport, it’s a completely 
different approach. She recently earned her 
United States Professional Tennis Association 
certification that allows her to teach tennis to 
students at different clubs. 
“It’s a lot of work. I had to take tests to 
make sure that I can teach a student everything 
there is to know about tennis,” said Lavallii. 
A good attitude is the most important 
trait one can have in a sport such as tennis. 
“Bad attitude is contagious; it’ll bring 
everything around you down, especially being 
in a leadership role. When the coach is feeling 
a little down, everyone feels it,” said Lavallii. 
Lavallii’s coaching style can be described 
as adaptive because tennis is an individual 
sport. She tries to do as much as she can to 
compensate for the plays, since it’s mainly 
their first time being on a team. It’s important 
for her to make sure that they know what’s 
expected of them and what to expect in return.
“I try to adapt the words I use and the way 
I say them, and [the same goes with] visuals, 
depending on who they are,” said Lavallii. 
“The most important thing for me is to make 
sure that I understand what works for them.” 
Humor is also a big part of Lavallii’s 
personality as a coach. Along with her 
confidence and effective communication, the 
team is always motivated to do their best. 
“I speak to them a lot, but I try to make 
it short and sweet,” she said. “If I know that 
there’s someone I need to single out, I don’t 
do it in front of the others.” 
Lavallii is a role model to the team 
through her fairness and respect. Although 
she does rely on negative feedback, she makes 
her comments realistic so that she’s neither 
flattering nor degrading the athletes. 
“A lot of times, I try to make it as positive 
as possible, but you can only say that so many 
times. If I say it more than three times, then 
I’ll just be very blunt about it,” she said. “I try 
to think about how it would make me feel.”
Lavallii was raised in a way that made 
her more prepared for situations that a lot of 
people aren’t prepared for. Her parents are the 
most influential people in her life. 
“My motivation comes from my family 
and the way I was raised. My dad was part of 
the Navy and had us on our toes most of the 
time,” said Lavallii. “He would wake us up at 
5 a.m. and have us run to the tree and back in 
the middle of the snow. He wanted to see how 
we would react.”
When Lavallii is not spending time with 
her family, doing CrossFit or on the tennis 
court or in the office, she likes to spend time 
with her French bull dog, Willis. 
“I got him registered as a service animal. 
When we go volunteering, I take him with 
me, and the boys and girls just love him,” said 
Lavallii. 
Lavallii is definitely on course for 
coaching as career and plans to stay in Florida 
after completing her graduate degree next fall. 
COURTESY OF J. FRAYSURE
Lavallii is the graduate assistant of the women’s tennis. 
By: Randa Djabri
       @rndranda
Just exactly how much is a piece of 
history worth? I guess it depends on who is 
bidding and why they want it.
How much are letters spelling out 
“Yankee Stadium” worth? They had hung over 
the main gate of the old stadium. I have been 
running these questions through my mind, and 
I have come up with the simple answer that 
the letters are priceless.
I am not suggesting they have the 
mass appeal of the original Declaration of 
Independence, but to sports fans across the 
world, they belong in Cooperstown. Last 
week, Reggie Jackson announced he would 
sell the 13 letters, “Yankee Stadium,” on the 
auction block at Sotheby’s on April 1. This is 
just not any piece of history like an old musket 
or a sweaty towel from Mick Jagger, but rather 
a slice of Americana, recognized around the 
world — the New York Yankees.
Jackson,“Mr. October,” bought the letters 
in 1976, and Sotheby’s estimates their value 
at between $300,000 and $600,000. That is 
a lot of cash, but it is a small price to own 
one of the most renowned signs in the world. 
Thousands of visitors know the New York 
Yankees and have passed by the stadium on 
the Major Deegan Expressway. For a piece of 
sport’s history from a franchise that began in 
1901, the price is not that steep.
The Yankees are big sellers. Babe Ruth’s 
jersey sold for more $4.4 million; his bat 
brought in $1.2 million, and his contract went 
for $1 million. So what is so illogical about a 
purchase of $600,000 in letters that represents 
an entire century? The New York Yankees are 
the most historical franchise in any sport, and 
the sports’ memorabilia from that franchise 
carries its own history. It is not a question 
of waiting for these letters to obtain value 
because they come with their own ghosts: 
Babe Ruth, Whitey Ford, Mickey Mantle, 
Reggie Jackson, and now Derek Jeter.
I read about a little lock of Elvis Presley’s 
hair selling for $115,000 and a bottle of 
Thomas Jefferson’s wine selling for $158,000. 
I asked myself who would want a scraggly 
piece of hair for more than $100,000? And 
once a bottle of wine is opened, it’s no good. 
It’s $158,000 for wine you can’t even drink. 
So just how much is the sign from the old 
Yankee Stadium worth?
Yankees letters are more than just letters. 
They belong to baseball fans and should take 
their place in Cooperstown among the tributes 
to the greatest players in history. I am not 
particularly a Yankees’ fan or a baseball fan, 
but I recognize what these letters mean in 
sports history.
They come with the “Ghosts of Yankees 
Past” and all the men who have every played 
in Yankee stadium. In fact, if stadium. In fact, 
if I had $599,050 more than I do, I would bid 
on them.
Men’s 
Baseball
vs. Palm Beach Atlantic 
West Palm Beach, Florida
March 30, 6 p.m.
Men’s Golf
Buccaneer Invitational
Normandy Shores Golf Course, 
Miami Beach, Florida 
March 30 to 31, All day
Women’s 
Tennis
Barry University Women’s 
Invitational
Miami Lakes, Florida
March 16 to 17, All day
Women’s 
Softball
 vs. Lynn University
AD Griffin Sports Complex
April 2, 6 p.m.
Women’s 
Rowing
vs. Barry University
Miami, Florida
March 28, 8 a.m. 
Men’s Track and 
Field
vs. University of Central Florida
Orlando, Florida
March 28, 10 a.m. 
March 30 to 31, All day
For more game information, visit
nsusharks.com
ON THE BENCH
Yankee Stadium: Ghosts of  Yankees Past
March 24, 2015 | nsucurrent.nova.edu 11Sports
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK: Amanda Craig
By: Randa Djabri
       @rndranda
COURTESY OF E. CANAL
Amanda Craig looks forward to a successful season.
SPORTS
SHORTS
Amanda Craig first joined 
rowing because it took her from 
indoor air-conditioned courts to the 
beautiful outdoor nature.
“I played basketball and 
volleyball, and being outdoors in 
nature was something different than 
I was used to,” said Craig.
Originally from Berlin, New 
Jersey, Craig followed her sister’s 
footsteps and decided to row in high 
school. 
“I liked it more than any other 
sport I’ve done. Nothing really 
sparked my passion before that, 
and I fell in love with rowing right 
away,” said Craig. 
Craig attended Eastern 
Regional High School and rowed 
for the South Jersey Rowing Club. 
She was named Most Valuable 
Rower and held the highest 2k score 
on the team.
Coming to NSU, in 2011, Craig 
initially majored in marine biology 
and switched to environmental 
sciences, minoring in sociology. 
As a freshman, Craig was 
named CRCA Second-Team All-
America and was part of the Sharks’ 
varsity eight “A” that won the FIRA 
Fall Classic and the novice eight 
that finished third. She opened the 
spring season with a second-place 
finish. She won the varsity-four race 
at the SIRA Championships and 
helped NSU capture its fifth SSC 
Championship, and also won the 
gold medal in the varsity-four event 
at the Dad Vail Regatta. 
As a sophomore, she was a 
member of the varsity-eight boat 
that won the NCAA Division II 
National Championship, finishing 
with a time of 6:42.75.
As a junior, she rowed in the 
varsity-eight boat that won second 
in the NCAA Championships, and 
she competed in the boat that won 
the Henry Backe Trophy in the 
Dad Vail Regatta and won the SSC 
Championship.
In addition to her important 
role on the Sharks’ rowing team, 
Craig is the president of the student 
chapter for the National Association 
of Environmental Professionals 
(SCNAEP), and the vice president 
of Green Sharks.  
“The Green Sharks group is 
something that I hope to leave as 
a legacy to make the campus more 
sustainable in the future,” said 
Craig.
I got the chance to sit down 
with Craig and ask a few questions 
to get to know her better. 
How did you to decide to row in 
college? 
“I was realizing that I was 
getting stronger on the erg and on 
the water, so I decided that I could 
do well in college. My sister rowed 
for her college, and she said that I 
could probably get a scholarship. 
So, I worked really hard to get 
my time down and network with 
coaches to create this opportunity 
for myself.”
How was the transition when you 
moved to Florida for school?
“It was different. At first, I 
was just ecstatic about the weather, 
which is much better than New 
Jersey’s. It’s also a nice location 
for having family visit, whereas 
my brother, who goes to school 
in Pittsburg, doesn’t get as many 
visitors, at least in the winter time. 
It was hard getting down here, but 
being on the rowing team made 
it easier because I made friends 
quickly.”
Do you plan on going back home 
after college?
“Yes, for a little bit, but I really 
don’t plan on staying there. I want to 
leave the country and study abroad 
for a while and gain experience.”
What are your career goals?
“I want to work with 
endangered species, conservation 
and sustainability to help third 
world countries and reach out and 
give them education so that they 
become more efficient and better 
with the environment. I just got back 
from Ecuador; I did a field course 
study there. It was an eye-opening 
experience because I did interviews 
with people about the environmental 
education they receive and the 
endangered species there, and they 
all expressed concern because they 
don’t know what to do.”
Do you have any special rituals 
that you do before getting on the 
boat?
“I get hyper, and I try to keep a 
light mood and crack some jokes. If 
I’m not joking around and laughing, 
then anxiety takes over. Practice 
isn’t that stressful, so I just listen to 
music as I warm up and just talk as 
a team, and that kind of brings us all 
together.”
Will you continue to row after 
college?
“Yes, I would love to. There’s a 
boat house not far from where I live 
where I can take out small boats and 
row, probably not for competition, 
but just for fun.” 
What don’t you like about 
rowing?
“I don’t enjoy the anxiety you 
get before rowing. It’s all mental; 
you have to really be able to control 
what you’re thinking because as 
soon as negative thoughts come in, 
you start going downhill. I think it’s 
hard for everyone on the team.”
How did rowing change your life?
“It changed a lot honestly. 
I probably wouldn’t have come 
to Florida for college if I weren’t 
into rowing. It opened doors of 
opportunity for me. It made me more 
confident in myself. I learned this 
through the struggle of practicing 
really hard and not seeing results 
every day, but in the end, it’s very 
rewarding.”
What has been your most 
memorable moment rowing?
“It was winning the national 
championship. We were the 
underdog; it was hard because Barry 
was beating us, and it was a crazy 
feeling, but we ended up winning.” 
Have you had a coach who 
influenced you?
“I’ve had so many different 
coaches. They’ve been different 
every year. No one coach really 
changed anything more than the 
other, but they all pushed me out of 
my comfort zone and taught me not 
to let any number dictate who I am 
as a rower. They all made the team 
pretty confident.”
If you could play another sport at 
NSU, what would it be?
“I would say swimming; 
I’m not a fast swimmer though. I 
would like to swim, but it won’t be 
competitively.” 
If you could travel anywhere in 
the world, where would you go 
and why?
“I would go to New Zealand. 
I really want to go there because 
it has some of the most diverse 
environments. The biodiversity is 
amazing, and it’s just so far away. 
If I do travel there, I would want 
to stay there for a year and see 
the different types of landscapes 
and maybe conduct an endangered 
species research study.”
How do you celebrate winning?
“We’ll play music and dance as 
a team, not in front of other teams 
because it’s not good sportsmanship. 
And most of the time, there’s a feast 
involved. Frozen yogurt has always 
been in the agenda.”
How do you deal with losing?
“We see what we can fix, and 
we go back to working hard. It just 
makes us hungrier to get better. 
It depends on the situation, but I 
feel like everyone has to step up to 
improve themselves and figure out 
what went wrong because no one 
likes to lose.”
What do you feel motivates you 
the most?
“The fact that I don’t want 
to let the team down because my 
performance has an effect on the 
team as a whole, not just on me. I 
have to do my best every day.”
What’s your favorite food?
“Eggs. My whole team knows 
that I can eat them for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.” 
What’s your favorite movie?
“‘Step Brothers’ will always be 
a favorite of mine.”
What other hobbies do you have?
“I’m really interested in art 
because I took a lot of art classes. 
I was planning to minor in art, but 
it was too hectic with all the other 
classes I’m already taking. I also 
have an interest in adventuring and 
going to places in the Everglades 
and beaches and just discovering 
different areas. I like to explore 
South Florida on the weekends.”
Women’s Tennis
The women’s tennis team kept their winning streak 
as they defeated the visiting St. Edward’s by a final 
score of 7-2.
Men’s Track and Field
The track and field sprinter Taylin Washington was 
named Peach Belt Conference Track and Field Athlete 
of the Week for his performance at the South Florida 
Invitational.
Women’s Basketball
For the third straight season, the women’s basketball team 
has claimed the South Region championship and advanced 
to the NCAA Elite Eight, beginning this week in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, as they defeated Union at home, 67-62.
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By: Destinee A. Hughes
PAINTING A POSITIVE PICTURE
One dab of paint, two blended 
colors, three brush strokes and four 
deep breaths of positivity.
Painting with a Twist has been on 
my to-do list for quite some time now, 
and, luckily, the opportunity glided into 
my life at the perfect time.
Though there are several locations 
throughout South Florida, the one 
I went to was conveniently close 
to campus on University Drive and 
Stirling Road and is run by one of the 
most amiable couples I’ve ever met 
Glenn and Ophelia. 
As soon I walked in the Davie 
location, I was engulfed by a radiant 
energy. I knew I had found a true gem. 
Glenn and Ophelia didn’t hesitate 
welcoming me into their art studio, and, 
although I was a few minutes late for 
the session, they wasted no time getting 
me all set up. Within five minutes, I 
already had my apron, a vibrant easel 
full of vivid colors, two paint brushes, 
which they referred to as “Lil Wayne” 
and “Big Poppa,” and a blank canvas 
ready to be painted by my inner Van 
Gogh. 
Each class teaches you to recreate 
a different painting. The class I attended 
happened to be painting the “Tree of 
Life,” which was perfect, considering I 
was feeling a little less grounded than 
I usually am. The teacher carefully 
guided attendees on how to create a 
flawless masterpiece. Her assistant 
also helped the slower painters like me 
who had fallen behind a few steps. He 
was attentive to my lack of painting 
skills; he continually assured me that 
there were no mistakes in art and that 
“there’s nothing you can’t fix with a 
little blending.”
A couple dabbles, spatters and 
coatings later, I was finished, and my 
beautiful “Tree of Life” had finally been 
brought to fruition. I was more than 
happy with my outcome, especially 
since I am devoid of any type of artistic 
skill known to mankind. I was highly 
impressed with my picture but more so 
impressed with the friendliness of the 
staff. My initial feelings of stress and 
disarray had completely dissolved by 
the end of this hour-and-a-half class. 
I was so amazed by my mood change 
that I had to share this experience with 
others — so I did. 
There are two ways to enjoy 
Painting with a Twist: alone embracing 
the relaxing environment channeling 
your hidden artistic skills or with a group 
of friends who give painting a new 
meaning. The following day I invited 
my friends to enjoy this experience with 
me, but this time I added a few extra 
colors to the easel — so to speak. Two 
bottles of wine and a satiable cheese 
and grape platter was exactly what we 
needed to truly paint with a twist. This 
particular class was fuller and brought 
along a different energy. Unlike the 
soothing experience from the day 
before, this one had a much more jovial 
dynamism to it. From the moment we 
sat down to the moment we attempted 
to stand up straight — thank you pinot 
grigio — my friends and I had been 
consumed by gut-wrenching laughs, 
timeless inside jokes and an impeccable 
staff  who made all of this possible. 
Painting with a Twist is nothing 
less than an enjoyable experience. 
Whether you’re looking to wind down 
after a stressful day or simply looking 
for a place to hang out with your 
friends on a Saturday evening, Painting 
with a Twist is your go-to place. If the 
enthusiasm of the staff or the optimistic 
energy the location exudes aren’t reason 
enough to try a class, then the fact that 
you get to take home your very own 
Picasso-like piece and proudly hang it 
in your room certainly is. 
Painting with a Twist is open 
Tuesday through Sunday from 1 to 9 
p.m. for public classes and from 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. for private classes where you 
can have birthday parties, bachelorette 
parties and more. Public classes are 
open to those aged 18 and over and vary 
in length from one hour to three hours, 
depending on the picture. However, the 
one thing that each class guarantees is 
the inner artist who comes out in each 
and every stroke of paint, allowing you 
to literally paint a positive picture into 
your life.
COURTESY OF D. HUGHES
The author’s painting of “Tree of Life.” 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH: 
THE LEGENDS
By: Destinee A. Hughes
March is Women’s History 
Month, reminding us to honor women 
for their strength and authority. This 
month allows us to honor some of the 
most influential and dynamic women of 
the past and the present, who’ve helped 
shape our world today. In honor of their 
heroic qualities, we’ve highlighted 
several women who’ve contributed 
largely to redefining womanhood all 
around the world.
Helen Keller
Date of birth: June 27, 1880
Occupation: Author/political 
activist
Why she’s notable?
Helen Keller was born blind 
and deaf, but that didn’t stop her from 
achieving her goals. She was the 
first deaf and blind person to earn a 
Bachelor of Arts, and she campaigned 
for women’s suffrage, socialism and 
many other causes. She was one of the 
most famous activists of her time and 
was even inducted into the Alabama 
Women’s Hall of Fame. Keller has 
inspired women all around the world, 
especially disabled women, to embody 
the strength they were born with despite 
their disabilities.
Maya Angelou
Date of birth: April 4, 1928 to 
May 28, 2014
Occupation: Poet / civil rights 
activist / author
Why she’s notable?
“Still I Rise” is one of Maya 
Angelou’s most famous works, a simple 
piece of eloquently words reminding 
women of their power. Angelou is 
widely known for her poems, and 
President Barack Obama presented 
her with the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom in 2011. The talented Angelou 
has danced alongside Alvin Ailey, 
marched with Martin Luther King Jr. 
and inspired many women to embrace 
their beauty with her famous poem 
“Phenomenal Woman.” Angelou was 
a timeless legend who continues to 
inspire women everywhere.
Jane Goodall
Date of birth: April 3, 1934
Occupation: Primatologist/UN 
Messenger or Peace
Why she’s notable?
There are very few women in 
the world who are able to surpass the 
compassion Jane Goodall has shown 
and taught many of us. Goodall is widely 
recognized for her 55-year study of the 
social interaction of wild chimpanzees. 
She’s the founder of the Jane Goodall 
Institute, which focuses on wildlife 
and environment conservation, and 
has served on the board of Nonhuman 
Rights Program since 1996. Goodall’s 
concern for the environment and animal 
welfare has reminded us of the true 
essence of Mother Nature.
Anna Wintour
Date of birth: Nov. 3, 1949
Occupation: Artistic Director for 
Condé Nast
Why she’s notable?
A precisely cut bob and dark 
sunglasses is the one look Wintour 
won’t retire. This icon’s name alone 
speaks volumes in the fashion world. 
As the editor-in-chief of Vogue for 
more than 25 years, she single handedly 
selected who’s-who in in the fashion 
industry, and has the ability to make 
or break a career with a simple head-
nod. While Wintour is known for her 
demanding personality, she is best 
known for her creative artistic ways 
of promoting femininity and beauty in 
magazines.
Beyoncé Giselle Knowles
Date of birth: Sept. 4, 1981
Occupation: Singer/songwriter/
producer/actress/feminist/boss
Why she’s notable?
Since the tender age of 7, Beyoncé 
has managed to mesmerize people 
with her remarkable singing abilities. 
Starting her career as the main singer 
of Destiny’s Child, Beyoncé has easily 
made the world fall dangerously in 
love with her year after year. Beyoncé 
has been an inspiration to many young 
women, encouraging them to stand up 
for their rights and demand equality. 
She has sold more than 135 million 
records, won more than 20 Grammys 
and is recognized by Forbes as one of 
the highest paid women today. Not only 
will she go down in history as one of 
the greatest entertainers in the world, 
but also one the most influential women 
of our time.
Misty Copeland
Date of birth: Sept. 10, 1982
Occupation: Ballerina
Why she’s notable?
Copeland is the third African-
American soloist to dance for American 
Ballet Theater, one of most prominent 
classical ballet companies in the United 
States. Though she started dancing 
at the late age of 13, Copeland’s skill 
and technique lead to her career as an 
award-winning ballerina. Not only does 
Copeland inspire African-American 
ballet dancers all around the world, 
but she also she gives young girls the 
motivation to go after their dream 
despite their age.
Malala Yousafzai
Date of birth: July 12, 1997
Occupation: Pakistani activist for 
female education
Why she’s notable?
Mala Yousafzai is the youngest 
Nobel Peace Prize winner. This 
modern-day heroine has been an 
inspiration for many Pakistani women 
who’ve been threatened and attacked 
for trying to earn an education. On Oct. 
9, 2012, Yousafzai was shot three times 
by a Pakistani gunman on her way 
home from school. Her attack sparked 
national attention for many reasons 
— one of them being her strength. 
The tenacity and fearlessness that 
the 17-year-old Yousafzai possesses 
in undeniably the mark of a new 
generation of activists.
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PAINTING A POSITIVE PICTURE NSU 
STREET 
STYLE
Use the hashtag #NSUStreetStyle to be included in 
our online/social media version of this section. 
Instagram: @TheCurrentNSU
Twitter: @TheCurrentNSU
Facebook: facebook.com/TheCurrentNSU
Name: Alexus Forte
Major: Business administra-
tion and humanities
Year: Senior
What inspired your outfit?
“I just wanted to get up and 
go, I put on shorts a tank top 
and a little shawl, because it 
was a little chilly in class.”
Name: Stephanie Merchant
Major: Law
Year: First-year
What inspired your outfit?
“Boho chic, memo-ing for the 
weekend.”
Name: Jahira Tide
Major: School counseling 
Year: Graduate student
What inspired your outfit?
“Anything denim. I like the 
denim on denim look.”
The Farquhar College of Arts 
and Science’s Seventh Annual Juried 
Student Exhibition is open until April 
14 in the PVA wing of the Don Taft 
University Center, Gallery 217.
Art Major Chair Tennille Shuster, 
associate professor of graphic design, is 
co-director of Gallery 217 with Visiting 
Professor of Art Véronique Côté. 
Shuster said the Division of 
Performing and Visual Arts hosts a 
variety of exhibitions, from solo shows 
featuring regional artists to national 
juried exhibitions. Only NSU students 
who have been enrolled in an art or 
design course within the academic 
year are allowed to submit pieces to the 
Juried Student Exhibition.
Shuster said an annual juried 
exhibition has been hosted in the gallery 
since it was founded in 2008.  
 “It offers an important educational 
experience for students to enter work 
in exhibitions, handle rejection or take 
pride in acceptance of artwork into the 
exhibition, prepare works for public 
display and even speak with the viewers 
about their work,” she said. 
Shuster said the format of the 
exhibition doesn’t change, but each 
year is different as the students who 
enter it are different and bring new 
works dealing with timely issues to the 
exhibit.
 “This year’s exhibit features 
more sculptural and three-dimensional 
work than past years, and it features 
some interesting, conceptually driven 
installation pieces,” Shuster said.
Shuster said, “The full-time art 
faculty each selected Faculty Choice 
Awards, Dean Rosenblum selected a 
Dean’s Choice Award, and the fulltime 
art faculty collectively selected a 
Purchase Award.” 
Anh Nguyen won Best in Show 
for her sculpture “Patience,” second 
place went to Alexandra Israel for the 
digital art piece “Unraveling,” and 
third place went to Amy Adams for her 
found object sculpture “Sailboat.” The 
Purchase Award went to Jennifer Hicks 
for her pen and ink piece “Tidal Wave,” 
and Ursalina Aguilar’s acrylic painting 
and sculpture series “Ice Cream City” 
won Dean’s Choice.
Faculty Choice Awards went to 
Stephanie Johnson for “Army Men vs. 
Still Life” and Anh Nguyen for “Sweat 
Shop.” Honorable Mentions include 
“Daydreamer” by Karen Genovese, 
“Sweat Shop” by Anh Nguyen, 
“Guitar” by Roger Atangana, “Random 
Acts of Kindness Design Manual” 
by Amanda Choi and “Travel Poster 
Series” by Jennifer Hicks.
Jennifer Hicks, freshman graphic 
design major, said she created her 
Purchase Award-winning piece “Tidal 
Wave” as an assignment for a 2D Art 
class she took during fall 2014. 
“The purpose was to demonstrate 
the many types of visual balance and 
use them within a comic strip,” she 
said. “Beyond that, I introduced a little 
bit of irony in that the beginning panels 
imply a ship on the ocean heading for 
danger, but the last panel shows that it 
was really a child playing with his boat 
in the bath tub.”
Her second piece, “Travel 
Posters,” which received an Honorable 
Mention, was completed with Adobe 
Illustrator as a project for her graphic 
design class, which she is currently 
taking this semester. 
“It is a series of travel posters I 
created depicting San Francisco, St. 
Augustine and Philadelphia. I chose 
these cities for the historical charm 
of their older buildings and because, 
someday, I would like to travel to 
them,” Hicks said. 
Hicks said the gallery doesn’t 
have a particular theme because it 
showcases various works, all of which 
are of considerable artistic merit. 
She said, “The gallery houses 
many different types and styles of 
art: 3-D ceramics and sculptures, 2-D 
graphic design creations and traditional 
paintings and artwork.”
Pieces were selected to be in the 
exhibit by juror Nicole Chipi, Arts 
Program Associate for the Knight 
Foundation, who studied creative 
photography at the University of Florida 
and received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology from Florida International 
University.
 “The juror was given the freedom 
to select the pieces she felt were the 
strongest, and we only asked that she 
consider a variety of mediums, technical 
proficiency, originality and professional 
presentation in her decisions,” Shuster 
said.
Shuster said since it opened on 
Feb. 17, more than 100 viewers have 
expressed positive responses and were 
excited to see the quality work the 
students are producing in and out of the 
classroom.
“As student-produced works, you 
can get a sense of what is important to 
our student body right now, politically 
and emotionally,” she said. 
Admission to the exhibition is 
free and open to the public; tickets are 
not required. For more information and 
gallery hours, call 954-262-7620.
STUDENTS EXPRESS 
THEMSELVES AT 
JURIED EXHIBITION 
By: Jazmyn Brown
COURTESY OF T. SHUSTER
Artwork at the Seventh Annual Juried Student Exhibition in Gallery 217 in the Don Taft University Center.
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SHE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 
Opinions
A boy meets a girl. He thinks she is 
spectacular. He’s never met anyone like her 
before in his life and is convinced that they 
are soul mates. The boy tries his best to get 
close to the girl and gain her trust. He helps 
her study, listens to her problems and gives 
her advice. They spend every day together 
just hanging out and talking. He sends daily 
good morning texts — the ultimate form of 
validation for all millennials — and makes 
sure to compliment her excessively on bad 
days. The boy assumes that her acceptance 
of his flattery and favors is a signal that she 
might feel the same way. He finally muscles 
up the courage to ask the girl out. But, plot 
twist, the girl says that she is not interested 
in a relationship and just wants to be friends. 
Ouch. Looks like he’s in the friend zone.
The friend zone is a space occupied by 
self-proclaimed “nice guys” who complete an 
array of helpful little tasks and good deeds for 
a girl who sees their relationship as nothing 
more than a friendship. However, the “nice 
guy” is only extremely complimentary and 
generous because he hopes that she will 
eventually fall in love with him or, at the very 
least, let him get in her pants. According to 
“nice guys,” the friend zone exists because 
girls are terrible, heartless, shallow monsters 
who only pursue strong, attractive men who 
treat them like dirt. But, does the friend zone 
actually exist? No, it’s a misogynistic social 
construct that doesn’t respect a woman’s right 
to make her own romantic decisions.
For the record, girls don’t intentionally 
avoid “nice guys” because we’re biologically 
programmed to seek men who treat us like 
dirt. Girls just date boys we believe we 
have a connection with. Sometimes they are 
respectful, stand-up guys, and sometimes they 
aren’t, but that’s a completely different issue 
in and of itself. Regardless, it is ultimately the 
girl’s decision to date whomever she wants to 
date without being deceived or pressured into 
doing so.
Women always feel uncomfortable 
whenever men who we’re not interested in 
approach us. We lie about our relationship 
status and, in times of desperation, our 
sexuality. We actively ignore advances by 
pretending we didn’t hear them. We cling 
closely to friends, particularly male friends 
or relatives who could easily pass as a 
boyfriend, to avoid all contact with those of 
the opposite sex. We do everything we can to 
avoid saying “no” because the news is filled 
with horror stories of rejected men violently 
or sexually assaulting women. However, there 
is no precaution women can take to prevent 
offending the secret admirer who poses as a 
friend. 
What is a girl supposed to do when a boy 
offers to help her with a class she is struggling 
in? What is a girl supposed to do when a 
boy notices that she looks upset and asks her 
what’s wrong, offering a shoulder to cry on? If 
she ignores his assumed advances or responds 
with an honest “I’m not interested,” she’s rude 
and vain for automatically thinking he’s just 
trying to flirt. The boy could very well just be 
a genuinely nice person who is legitimately 
concerned about the girl’s well-being. 
However, if the girl accepts his nice gestures 
and compliments, she is a manipulative, cruel 
person for leading him on and friend-zoning 
him. Either way, it’s a lose-lose situation for 
the girl because the line between a nice person 
with no ulterior motive and a “nice guy” who is 
only being courteous for a prize is so arbitrary. 
The only way for a girl to avoid criticism is if 
she goes out with him, regardless of how she 
feels about him. 
The friend-zone reasoning explains that 
the only way for boys to successfully attract 
girls is by putting them in their place through 
manipulation and disrespect. It suggests that 
girls don’t date boys who are nice to them 
because niceness is a sign of weakness and 
submission. However, the biggest irony about 
the friend zone is that those who claim to be 
“friend-zone victims” are the most emotionally 
manipulative. They aren’t just being nice; 
they work tirelessly to become someone that 
the girl trusts and relies on. Then, they offer 
an ultimatum: either the girl chooses to accept 
his romantic advances even though she has 
no interest in him or she loses a close friend 
and personal confidant. Nice people don’t do 
nice things for a prize at the end; they’re nice 
for the sake of being nice. Additionally, girls 
shouldn’t owe boys anything just because they 
do nice things sometimes. 
Rejection sucks. Nothing hurts more 
than wanting something so bad and working 
so hard to achieve it, only to have your heart 
broken and dreams crushed in the end. But, 
it’s an essential part of life, and it happens to 
everyone. However, if you think the reason 
you’re rejected is because you’re a perpetual 
“friend-zone” victim, that you’re too nice and 
girls take advantage of your niceness, you 
need to realize the harsh reality that life is not 
a movie; you are not a protagonist, and she is 
not your female lead. She is just not interested 
in you. She probably wasn’t from the start, and 
there is no heroic act or adventurous feat you 
could do to save the day and win her affection 
as a reward. Get back up. Move on. Cut her 
off or don’t. But don’t complain with general, 
ridiculous assumptions about all girls when 
it’s just one girl who didn’t feel the same way.
Companies use billboards, TV commercials, 
magazine ads and even female restaurant 
employees who expose as much cleavage as 
possible — while, of course, leaving enough to 
the imagination to create a sense of mystery — to 
seduce men into buying their products, eating at 
their restaurants and seeking their services.
Men flock to Hooters not necessarily 
because their sauce-drenched wings are the best 
wings in town but because the women delivering 
their sports bar snacks to them are wearing tight, 
low-cut tank tops and push-up bras. But, Hooters 
is not the only company guilty of using boobs 
to attract male customers: fast food restaurants, 
casinos, car manufacturers, colognes, clothing 
stores and anything sports related profit off of the 
sex appeal of the female figure. As an advertising 
tactic, exposing the female body is socially 
acceptable because, as we all know, sex sells. 
However, the second a mother unbuttons her 
shirt in public to use her breasts for their intended 
biological purpose — to feed her hungry baby — 
it’s offensive and gross.
It’s no secret that female breasts are 
oversexualized. They are considered nothing 
more than sexual objects made for male 
enjoyment when, in reality, they’re just sacks of 
tissue of varying sizes that sometimes carry milk. 
However, because we attribute so much sexual 
value to breasts, when a woman feeds her baby 
in public, people feel uncomfortable, complain 
and even pressure the mother to cover up or head 
to a bathroom. Parents worry about explaining 
breastfeeding to their children. Men complain 
about how gross and uncomfortable breastfeeding 
is to witness. Other women condemn her 
shamelessness and lack of modesty. 
Why does breastfeeding make people feel 
so squeamish? It’s a completely natural, totally 
normal process. There’s nothing even remotely 
sexual about breastfeeding, and, those who believe 
there is are kind of gross for sexualizing a motherly 
interaction between a woman and her baby. Even 
our crazy conservative Florida legislators agree: 
public breastfeeding is completely legal. It is not 
considered a form of public indecency, a crude 
lascivious act or a form of sexual conduct. But, 
because there is no enforcement clause to protect 
mothers’ rights, mothers are still vulnerable to 
harassment and criticism when they choose to feed 
their hungry babies in public. 
Maybe it’s just my personal preference, but 
if I’m in a restaurant, on a plane or in a store and 
a baby starts screaming out of hunger, I wouldn’t 
care if the mother chose to feed her fussy child 
immediately and publicly. I’d just be grateful that 
she silenced the high-pitched crying as soon as 
possible. Besides, usually women in scantily clad 
clothing or women in ads show so more cleavage 
than breastfeeding mothers ever do, but people 
don’t look at those women with the same degree 
of disgust. Regardless, it should ultimately be 
the mother’s decision to feed her baby wherever 
and however is most convenient for her and in 
whichever way she feels most comfortable doing 
so.
PUBLIC BREASTFEEDING: 
A MOTHER’S RIGHT 
TO FREE THE NIPPLE
By: Nicole Cocuy
       @CurrentNicole 
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Opinions
ROASTING IS GLORIFIED BULLYING
Roasting is the modern equivalent of the 
medieval public flogging. And, by roasting, I 
don’t mean to slow cook in the oven, although 
the process and end result is essentially the 
same:  the subject is put on fire and emerges 
fully-cooked at the expense of ravenous 
bystanders. 
We love to hate others, especially 
celebrities whose flaws can’t ever match our 
own. Roasting, where one celebrity puts down 
another with teasing, insults and, often, dark 
humor, is all jokes. Isn’t that what bullies say 
when they try to get out of trouble? Don’t they 
say it was only a joke? 
The best roasts are said to be the 
meanest; the funniest roasts are the cruelest 
and basest, and they often jab at the celebrity’s 
biggest weakness, their behavior or a socially 
unacceptable feature. 
It shouldn’t be the entertainment 
industry’s cause to allow and propagate the 
immature act of poking at someone’s flaws and 
insecurities. Roasting is not a new concept; it 
started in 1949 with the Friars’ Club roast of 
Maurice Chevalier, a French actor, singer and 
entertainer. So, while it’s not a new thing, it’s 
evolved into this public shaming that’s the 
only socially acceptable form of bullying. 
We’ve come from roasts such as Anthony 
Jeselnik’s of Roseanne Barr in 2012, where 
she took his fat jokes in stride and only 
laughed, to Kevin Hart’s verbal spanking of 
Justin Bieber, which will air later this month, 
and the resulting controversy surrounding 
Hart’s claim that Bieber cried afterward. 
Using our own insecurities to justify 
watching celebrities making fun of other 
people is not enough when it comes to the 
emotional damage done by even slight, 
“good-natured” teasing.  Yes, celebrities agree 
to be put on stage and made fun of, and, yes, 
they often laugh it off, but who’s to say that 
roasting doesn’t actually hurt? Celebrities 
are also people, believe it or not. They have 
emotions that are just as fragile as our own.
How far will it go until, eventually, 
we see campaigns like the one launched by 
the Canadian Safe School Network where 
children read “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”-style 
Mean Tweets, exposing the unpleasant nature 
of such a comedy bit? It’s not funny when you 
call it what it is. 
Celebrities aren’t all saints, but they 
also aren’t immune to ruthless insults and 
comments against their character; just ask 
those who have read tweets about themselves 
on “Jimmy Kimmel Live!” The number of 
celebrities who throw an insult back versus 
the number who laugh them off shows that it 
isn’t okay to say such cruel things, no matter 
who it is or how bad their personality is. More 
celebrities take the insults seriously than those 
who take it as a joke. 
It’s not OK for a kid in middle school to 
tell a classmate to kill themselves, online or 
in person, and it’s not OK to put a child on 
a stage for millions of people to see and put 
him down for the way he looks or acts, what 
he enjoys or where he comes from. Looking 
at roasting from this perspective, it’s obvious 
that roasting is just a bad example of what 
humor should be, and it sends the message 
that when you have enough money to run 
home and cry to, there’s nothing wrong with 
getting bullied. 
Comedy Central is known for its satire 
and dark humor, but roasting puts out the 
wrong definition of humor. Humor should 
never be sought after at the expense of others, 
even when the satirical and exaggerated 
nature of the teasing is done in jest. If it wasn’t 
a bunch of celebrities on the stage taking hits, 
roasting would never be allowed to happen. 
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